
 

Creating a Measures Folder in Power BI: Organizing Your Data 

Like a Pro 
 

Creating a well-structured measures folder in Power BI is essential for enhancing the usability 

and efficiency of your reports. As someone who has spent many hours navigating complex 

datasets, I understand the importance of organization in data modeling. In this blog post, I will 

share insights on creating a measures folder and effectively organizing your measures into 

subfolders. 

 

 

Introduction 
 

In this guide, we will explore how to create a measures folder in Power BI and best practices 

for organizing measures into subfolders. By sharing personal experiences and actionable 

insights, I aim to help you enhance your Power BI reports through effective organization. 

Whether you are a beginner or an experienced user, this post will equip you with the knowledge 

to streamline your data modeling process and improve your reporting experience. 

 

 

 



Understanding the Importance of Measures in Power BI 
 

Before we dive into creating a measures folder, let’s understand why measures are vital in 

Power BI. Measures are calculations used to analyze data and play a crucial role in transforming 

raw data into meaningful insights. When I first started using Power BI, I was overwhelmed by 

the volume of data. It was only after I began creating measures that I could extract valuable 

insights from my datasets. 

 

The Challenge of Unorganized Measures 

 

In my early days with Power BI, I often found myself lost among numerous measures. I created 

measures on the fly without considering organization. As my reports grew in complexity, I 

realized that this lack of structure hindered my efficiency. I spent more time searching for 

measures than analyzing data. This experience taught me the importance of organization, a 

lesson I carry with me today. 

 

Creating a Measures Folder 
 

Now that we understand the significance of measures, let’s go through the steps to create a 

measures folder in Power BI. 

 

Step 1: Open Your Power BI Desktop 

 

Open your Power BI Desktop application. If you don’t have it installed, you can 

download it from the Microsoft website. Once open, load your data model. 

 

Step 2: Navigate to the Data View 

 

To create a measures folder, switch to the Data view by clicking on the Data icon on 

the left sidebar. This view allows you to see all your tables and measures in a structured 

format. 

 

Step 3: Create a New Measures Folder 

 

i. Right-click on the table where you want to create the measures folder. It’s 

best to create a dedicated table for measures if you haven’t already. 

ii. Select “New measure” from the context menu. This will create a new 

measure, which we will use to create a folder. 

iii. In the formula bar, type the name of your measures folder, such as “Sales 

Measures” or “Financial Metrics.” 

iv. Press Enter to create the measure. You will now see the measure listed under 

the selected table. 

 

Step 4: Organizing Measures into Subfolders 

 

Creating a measures folder is just the beginning. To maximize organization, create 

subfolders for different categories of measures. Here’s how: 

 



i. Create Additional Measures: For each category of measures, repeat the 

process of creating a new measure. For example, if you have measures for 

sales, expenses, and profits, create a measure for each category. 

ii. Use Display Folders: To organize these measures into subfolders, use the 

Display Folder property. Here’s how: 

 

• Select the measure you want to categorize. 

• In the Properties pane on the right, find the “Display folder” option. 

• Enter the name of the subfolder you want to assign the measure to, 

such as “Sales” for all sales-related measures. 

 

iii. Repeat for Other Measures: Continue this process for all your measures, 

assigning them to appropriate subfolders. This will create a clear hierarchy 

within your measures folder, making it easy to navigate. 

 

 

Example of Organizing Measures 

 

Let’s say you have the following measures: 

 

• Total Sales   

• Total Expenses   

• Net Profit   

• Average Sales per Transaction   

 

You could organize them as follows: 

 

Measures Folder: Financial Metrics   

Subfolder: Sales   

- Total Sales   

- Average Sales per Transaction   

 

Subfolder: Expenses   

- Total Expenses   

 

Subfolder: Profit   

- Net Profit   

 



 
 

 

 

This structure not only makes it easier to find measures but also helps in understanding their 

relationships. 

 

Best Practices for Organizing Measures 
 

From my experience with Power BI, here are several best practices to keep in mind when 

organizing your measures: 

 

1. Use Descriptive Names   

When naming your measures, be descriptive. Instead of “Measure1,” use “Total Sales 

Amount.” This clarity will save you time and confusion later. 

 

2. Group Related Measures   

Always group related measures together. This helps in organization and understanding 

the context of each measure. For instance, create a separate folder for customer metrics. 

 

3. Keep It Simple   

While it’s tempting to create many subfolders, keep your structure simple. 

Overcomplicating organization can lead to confusion. Aim for a balance between 

organization and simplicity. 

 

 

 



4. Regularly Review and Update   

As your data model evolves, so should your measures organization. Regularly review 

your measures folder and make adjustments as necessary. This practice ensures that 

your measures remain relevant and easy to navigate. 

 

Personal Lessons Learned 
 

Throughout my experience with Power BI, I’ve faced challenges that shaped my approach to 

organizing measures. One memorable instance was when I had to create a comprehensive sales 

report for my team. I had created many measures, but when it was time to present, I struggled 

to locate the right ones. 

 

This experience was a turning point. I realized I needed a more structured approach to my 

measures. After reorganizing them into folders and subfolders, I found that I could work more 

efficiently, and my reports became clearer and more impactful. 

 

Conclusion: The Power of Organization 
 

Creating a measures folder and organizing your measures into subfolders in Power BI is 

transformative. It enhances your workflow, improves report clarity, and leads to better decision-

making. By following the steps outlined in this post and implementing the best practices shared, 

you will be well on your way to mastering organization in Power BI. 

 

As you create your measures folder, remember that organization is an ongoing process. 

Regularly review and refine your measures organization to keep it aligned with your evolving 

data needs. 

 

 
 



 

 

I hope this guide has provided you with valuable insights and actionable takeaways.  

 

Happy reporting! 


