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Power BI has become an essential tool for data analysis and visualization, enabling 
businesses to transform raw data into insightful reports and dashboards.  
 
However, to fully leverage its capabilities, adhering to best practices is crucial. This 
article delves into these best practices, focusing on optimizing data models, 
enhancing DAX expressions, improving performance, and ensuring a user-friendly 
layout.  
 
By following these guidelines, users can create efficient, maintainable, and high-
performing Power BI reports that meet organizational needs and drive informed 
decision-making. Whether you're a novice or an experienced user, these practices 
will help you maximize the potential of Power BI. 
 
 
Do you want to know how it works? Keep reading 
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Simplification: Keep the data model as 
simple as possible, avoiding  unnecessary 
tables and removing unused columns. 
It’s crucial for both performance and 
maintenance. 
A simplified data model reduces the 
complexity of your reports, making them 
easier to mange and faster to execute.  
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The Bravo tool helps you find tables, 
columns, and formulas that are not used in 
your model, so you can go to Power Query 
and remove them. If you do this, you will 
always be able to recover them later in 
Power Query for future analyses where you 
might need them. 
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Relationships: Establish the 
correct relationships between the 
tables in your model. This is VITAL 
for accurate data analysis. Much 
more efficient: Unidirectional from 
many to one Fact Table to 
Dimensions).  
 
 
Benefits: Performance 
improvement: A simplified data 
model with optimized 
relationships ensures faster query 
execution and overall enhanced 
performance of Power BI reports. 
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Ease of Maintenance: Simplified 
models are easier to update and 
maintain, reducing the effort 
required for future modifications. 
 
 
 
Data Integrity: Correctly defined 
relationships ensure data 
consistency and accuracy, which 
is crucial for obtaining reliable 
business insights 
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User Understanding:  
A clear and simple data model is 
easier for end users to 
understand and interact with, 
improving their overall 
experience. 
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DAX Expressions: 
 
Optimization: 
To enhance performance, avoid 
unnecessary iterations and use 
appropriate functions. 
 
Readability:  
Write clear and commented 
formulas to facilitate maintenance 
and understanding. 
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Data Formatting:

Consistent Formatting:
Apply formats to all visible columns and 
measures to ensure consistency and 
improve readability.

Data Types:
Avoid using floating-point data types to 
prevent precision issues
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Performance:

Partitioning:
Partition large tables to improve query 
performance and processing.

Incremental Load:
Implement incremental loads to 
efficiently manage large volumes of 
data. 
 
 



www.fp20analytics.com

FP20 Analytics LinkedIn Challenge Group

Swipe

 
Design and Usability:

Visualization Folders:
Organize columns and measures into 
visualization folders for better 
navigation of the model.

Perspectives:
Use perspectives to simplify the model 
view for different users and use cases.
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Metadata and Localization:

Descriptions and Translations:
Provide descriptions and translations for 
columns, measures, and folders to 
enhance understanding and usability.
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